The name Enterobacter hormaechei is proposed for a new species of the family Enterobacteriaceae, formerly called Enteric Group 75, which consists of 23 strains, 22 of which were isolated from humans. DNAs from 12 E. hormaechei strains tested were highly related to the type strain (ATCC 49162) by DNA hybridization, using the hydroxyapatite method (80 to 97% in 60°C reactions; 80 to 90% in 75°C reactions). The strains were most closely related (50 to 63%) to Enterobacter cloacae, Enterobacter dissolvens, Enterobacter taylorae, and Enterobacter nimipressuralis. E. hormaechei strains were positive within 48 h for the following: VogesProskauer test; citrate utilization (Simmons and Christensen); urea hydrolysis (87%); ornithine decarboxylase; growth in potassium cyanide (KCN); malonate utilization; production of acid from D-glucose, L-arabinose, cellobiose, dulcitol (87%), D-galactose, maltose, D-mannitol, D-mannose, L-rhamnose, sucrose, trehalose, and D-xylose; acid production from mucate; nitrate reduction; and o-nitrophenyl-i-D-galactopyranoside. Delayed positive reactions were seen in tests for arginine dihydrolase, gas from D-glucose, acid from a-methyl-D-glucoside, and acetate utilization. E. hormaechei was negative in tests for indole production; H2S production; phenylalanine deaminase; lysine decarboxylase; gelatin hydrolysis; acid production from D-adonitol, Darabitol, erythritol, glycerol, i(myo)-inositol, melibiose, raffinose, and D-sorbitol; esculin hydrolysis; DNase; lipase; and tyrosine clearing. Variable reactions occurred in tests for methyl red, motility, and tartrate. All strains tested were susceptible or moderately susceptible to amikacin, azlocillin, cefotaxime, ceftazidime, ceftriaxone, chloramphenicol, gentamicin, mezlocillin, moxalactam, piperacillin, trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole, sulfisoxazole, thienamycin, tobramycin, and trimethoprim. All strains tested were resist rnt to nitrofurantoin; the majority were resistant to ampicillin, cefoxitin, and cephalothin. Four isolates were from blood; most other isolates were from wounds or sputum.
During the study in which Enterobacter taylorae was defined (5) , three additional hybridization groups were noted (J. J. Farmer, G. R. Fanning, C. M. O'Hara, C. F. Riddle, F. W. Hickman-Brenner, and D. J. Brenner, unpublished data). These were arbitrarily designated Enteric Groups 74, 75, and 76. The largest of these, Enteric Group 75, contained 11 strains that were sent in to the Enteric Bacteriology Laboratories, Centers for Disease Control, for identification between 1973 and 1984. Twelve additional strains were received from 1985 through 1987, three of which were blood isolates. Because of the increase in isolates of Enteric Group 75 and of blood isolates, we studied this group further, concluding that it represents a new species, for which the name Enterobacter hormaechei is proposed.
(This report was presented in part at the 86th Annual Meeting of the American Society for Microbiology, Washington, D.C., 23 (3, 6) . Incubations were at 35°C and test results were read at 24 h, 48 h, and 7 days, unless otherwise noted. Commercial media were used whenever possible.
Antibiotic susceptibility. Antibiotic susceptibilities were determined for 13 strains by the Kirby-Bauer disk diffusion method (9) . MICs were determined by using a broth microdilution method and cation-supplemented Mueller-Hinton broth (10) .
DNA methods. The preparation, isolation, and purification of labeled and unlabeled DNA, the method used for DNA reassociation, and the method used to separate singlestranded and double-stranded DNA on hydroxyapatite have been described elsewhere (1, 5) . The guanine-plus-cytosine content (G+C) of DNA was determined for two strains spectrophotometrically by thermal denaturation (8) . (7) . The E. hormaechei strains that were studied and pertinent clinical information are shown in Table 1 . The facts that four strains were isolated from blood and that several others were isolated from hospital patients suggest that E. hormaechei tive, nonpigmented rods with the general characteristics of the family Enterobacteriaceae and of the genus Enterobacter (Table 3) . Biochemically, E. hormaechei was closest to E. taylorae. Tests for use in differentiating E. hormaechei from all other Enterobacter species are given in Table 4 .
E. hormaechei strains were tested against 25 antimicrobial agents (Table 5) . 
